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ROMANCE OF A WILL.

HOW IT BROUGHT A FATHER A2ED

DAUGHTER TOGETHER.

BEEN SEPARATED SINCE '61.

TWO BEMIRKABLY STRANGE BE-

QUESTS IX THE WILL.

One Wan That a Fine Home Be Per-
petually Closed and Another

That the Furnitnre and
Bedding Be Kept on

Exhibition.

Milwaukee, Wis , March a. Mrs. Flora
Herrlck, of Chicago, and her father, Will-
iam Gessie, an Inmate of the National Sol-

diers- home in this city, haie been brought
together after having been, separated since
1K1, when the war broke out. The meeting
was brought about through the settlement
of a RiU in which an estate valued at $100,-0-03

Is involved.
Robert Gessie died about six months ago

at Newport, Ind., leaving a large estate.
The story of the litigation which will prob-
ably follow has many extraordinary fea-
tures. He was an eccentric character and
drew up his own will to suit his own pe-

culiar fancies. He left a homestead valued
at $20,000 to his wife, but provided that,
upon the appointment of trustees to take
charge of the estate, the mansion should
be locked up and kept perpetually closed,
except that, twice a jear, men were to be
employed to go there, open it up and gie
it an airing. The widow, who was his sec-

ond wife, was provided with another house
in which she was to make her home.

To his son, William Gessie, and his
granddaughter he left a small amount of
money, and the remainder of the estate
was to be used in building a large school
house in Newport. The will provides that,
in the second story of the building, there
shall be a large assembly hall, surrounded
on all sides with glass cases, in which shall
pe placed clothing, bedding, furniture and
household goods from the Gessie mansion.
The reason assigned for this display of
the household goods of the Gessie mansion
in the school house Is "that the pupils may
be reminded of the donor and that his
memory may be kept green."

There is another chapter to the story.
When the war of the rebellion broke out,
William Gessie enlisted in an Indiana reg-
iment and went forth to tight the battles
of the Union. He left behind him a wife
and a daughter, the latter 10 weeks old.
William did not write to his Rife when
he was in the army, nor did he return
to his home when the war was over. In-
stead, he drifted out into the Western
country and finally brought up at the
Soldiers' home at Milwaukee. He finally
wrote to his father and by this mean3
was remembered with a small bequest
when the latter made his will. He em-
ployed a law firm of this city to look
after his Interests, and while a member
of the firm was in Indiana a few weeks
aga he came in contact with a Chicago at-
torney who was representing the inter-
ests of Mrs. Flora Hcrrick, of that city.
It did not take the lawjers long to dis-
cover the relationship between their cli-
ent?, and to show them that their cases
were identical. Later, a meeting was ar-
ranged in Milwaukee between father and
daughter, in which an affecting scene was
enacted.

The father and child will make common
cause in their efforts to upset the will of
Robert Gessie and secure a Just portion of
the estate.

SOME COURT DECISIONS.

Insurance Companies Not Liable to
Double Indemnity for Train Ac

cidents If Ontslde Vehicle.
St. Louis, Mo., March 2L In the United

States circuit court of appeals to-d- the
appeal of the Aetna Life Insurance Com-
pany from a verdict granting Herman It.
Vandlcar damages, given by tho United
States court in Nebraska, Judge Ulnar re-
versed tho decision and remanded the case
for a rehearing. This action is important,
in that it decides that the companies pro-
viding double Indemnity for accidents on
trains and beats are only liable when the
mishap occurs within the car or vehicle.

Tho decision of tho United States circuit
court of Missouri, in the case ot P. Lorll-lar- d

Company vs. Christian Pepcr, in which
the plaintiff complained of unfair competi-
tion in trade, through the St. Louis con-
cern using a brand of tobacco that Trem-
bled a package of the plaintiffs tobacco,
was affirmed by the appellate court. The
former decision the case.

Judge Thajor remanded the case of Ster-
ling It. Cockrell, receiver of the First Na-
tional bink. of Little Rock, Ark., vs. Henry
M. Cooper ct al. from the Eastern district
of Arkansas. He held that tho plaintiff
should be allowed to amend his complaint,
which the circuit court had dismissed.

THE TRUTHJS NO LIBEL.

Circuit Court Sns Libel Defendant Is
Justified If Published Allega-

tions Are Proven.
8t- - Louis, March 21. Judge Selden P.

Spencer, of division No. 7, ot the St. Louis
circuit court, to-d- handed down a de-

cision on the rights ot newspapers to plead
In Justification, In libel suits, that the ar-
ticles sued on were true. The point came
up on a motion for a rehearing of the
case of Charles B. Stark vs. Publishers
Georgo Kn.ipp A. Co. in which Stark surd
for damages on account of articles pub-
lished.

Judge Spencer refused a rehearing of
the case, which had been derided In favor
of the defendants. The defense was that
what was published was true. Judge
Spencer said. In p irt: "If the substanro
of the publication in its full and fair
meaning is alleged and proved to be true,
the Justification is complete."

TEST CASE GOES OVER.

Chief Justice Cinntt to Ilrnr Argu-
ments In 'West Side Electric

Cnsc Next May.
Jefferson Cit. March 21. (Special.) Chlrf

Justice Gantt, of the supreme court, y

set the case of Attorney General Crow vs
the West Side Electric Street Railway
Company, of Kansis City, for hearing In
Ftipreme court en banc on May 3. This Is
the suit to test the Julian franchise law.
The attorney general has tiled a general
demurrer to the return of the respondent
and tho argument will be on this demurrer.

MlKKonrl KIondlLers Dend.
Mexico, Mo. March 21. (Special.) Mr.'

Thomas See. of Montgomery county, has
received word from Djea. Alaska, that her
husband and John McCafTerty. who went
from this part of Missouri to the gold
fields, are both dead. It seems that they
died of an Influenza peculiar to that cli-
mate. Mr. Sec was a brother to R. E. Sec,
marshal of the supreme court.

Hotel Victoria offers superior accommoda-
tions. Kate: $2 and 2.50. O. B. Stanton, prop.

SIX MEN UNDER ARREST.

Members of the W bark, I. T.. Slob In
a Fair Way to Be Brought

to Justice.
Muskogee, I. T.. March 21. (Special.) The

remains of Ed Chambers and his wife and
Matthews, the victims of the mob List Sat-
urday night, were buried near Wjbark, I.
T., y, and almost simultaneously with
their burial deputy marshals arrested and
now-- hav e in custody W. A. Lamon, a mer-
chant of Gibson station: G. W. Gains, the
railroad agent, and Ed Burns, Laton
Shark, R. L. Milk and Robert Blalock,
emplojes on the section at that place. Just
before his death Chalmers stated thatBurns- and one Smiiev were in the mob,
and that he recognized Lamon's voice. He
also gave a description of Matthews, the
member of the mob who was found deadnear the railroad Sunday morning with
three guns by his side. Parties living near
the railroad say they heard a handcar go-
ing in the direction where the crime was
committed a short time before the shoot-
ing occurred.'and afterward heard it going
back toward Gibon station. The entirecommunity !? shocked with the horror ofthe crime, and United States Marshal Ben-r- et

is determined to probe the matter tothe bottom.

BLOODY KENTUCKY BATTLE.

Three Men Killed and Two Injured in
a General Shooting Scrape

Near Plncvillc.
Pineville, Ky., March 21. One of the

bloodiest battles ever fought in the Ken-
tucky mountains took place jesterdaj- - aft-
ernoon on Puckett's creek. In Hanlan coun-
ty, about sixteen miles from this place, in
which three men were killed and two in-

jured. The killed are: Thad Snelling, Jo-
seph Leroy and Wes Tailor. They were at
a neighbor's houso drinking when a quar-
rel arose between Snelling and Taylor, the
former getting in the first shot, but miss-
ing. Taj lor then opened fire, killing Snell-
ing. Leroy had been at the stable, but hear-
ing the shooting rushed to Snelling's de-
fense. Finding him dead, he opened fire
on Taj lor, shooting about the same time.
When the fracas was over, both were
found to be stretched on the ground dead.
Two men were wounded by stray bullets,
but will recover. The shooting is said to
be the outcome of an old grudge which ex-
isted between the Snelllngs and Taylors.

SHOT HIS SISJER-IN-LA-

Drunken Ohloan Revenues Himself
Against the Woman IV ho Har-

bored His Wife.
Geneva, O., March 21. About 6 o'clock

this evening James McStockard shot and
likely fatally wounded his wife's sister,
Mrs. Gaines Trunkey. After firing two
shots, McStockard started to run, but was
pulled down by two large hounds owned
by Mrs. Trunkey. He succeeded in releas-
ing himself, however, and escaped. Officers
and a posse of citizens are now scouring
the country for him.

McStockard had been drinking heavily
of late, and had become so abusive that
his wife had fled with her little girl to her
sister's residence. McStockard knocked at
the door and, upon Mrs. Trunkey
opening it, he pulled a revolver and fired
two shots at her with the above result.

OFFICERS WERE POOR SHOTS.

Each Caugbt a Bullet Wlthont Doing
Any Dnmage In Re-

turn.
Senatobla, Miss , March 21 In a shooting

affray here y Sheriff W. J. Bray was
killed and Deputy Sheriff Homer Gllmore
dangerously wounded. The row began be-

tween Ashley Cocke and Homer Gilmore.
Cocke emptied his pistol at Gilmore, three
shots taking effect, while Gilmore missed
his assailant. Cocke then walked across
the street, meantime reloading his pistol.
Sheriff Bray, hearing the shooting, hast-
ened to the scene, and. getting within a
few paces of Cocke, drew his pistol and
ordered Cocke to throw up his hands,
Cocke at the same time calling out to the
sheriff not to come any further. Bray
fired, but missed, and then Cocke, taking
aim, shot his antagonist through the heart.

CONVICTS MAKEA RICH HAUL

Overpower the Guard, Steal 2,00
From the Prison Safe and Slake

Their Escape.
Dedham. Mass., March 21 Two prisoners

at the Dedham house of correction, having
sawed their way out of their cell, over-
powered a guard to-d- and, after bind-

ing him, seized the kcjs of the safe, from
which they took about $J300 in money be-

longing to the officials and prisoners, and
three revolvers, and then escaped. They
were Patrick E. GUI. of Hjde Park, who
had served but a few months of a two

ears' sentence for larcenv, and Charles
Cook, of Walpole. who was waiting a hear-
ing before the grand Jury charged with
breaking and entering.

'Woman Chicken Thief Indicted.
St. Joseph, Mo . M irch 21. 'Special ) Mrs.

Ida Copeland. of Kansas City, the con-
firmed chicken thief, was indicted for grand
larcny to-d- with Charles Johnson and
Edward W. Pratt. They are accused of
stealing turkejs from I armer McCauley
the night of March 3. Mrs. Copeland has
become one of the most notorious cli tr-
aders in the state during the last two
j ears.

Mall Carrier Confesses.
Bismarck, N. D., March 2L The mjster-iou- s

disappearance of a p ickage contain-
ing $1,000 from the m lils between Wlllams-po- rt

and Livonia was solved by the con-
fession of Walter Boutellier, mail arrier.
who has been under arrest. Boutellier said
he concealed the package in a deserted
barn where It was found ny the inspector,
all the money and checks being found but
$b0.

An Lnknown Snlclile.
Dcs Moines. la.. March 21 In the fash

ionable Ea-- t end a well dressed man
slcod on the track at the railroad crossing
and as a train on the Chicago & North-
western rallroid came up he threw himself
ncioss the rails and was killed. The man's
name could not be ascertained. He wore a
Masonic charm and appeared to be a travel-
ing salesman.

Because She "Wouldn't Marry Illm.
Wcllsvlllp, O. March 21 While returning

home from church last night. Oliver Reed
asked Sirali Walton to marry him and
upon her refusal he drew a revolver and
shot her through the heart. He then turned
tlu weapon on himself and blew out his
brains, d Ing in a short time. Papers found
on his body show the deed was premedi-
tated.

Georgia Negro Lynched.
Atlanta. Ga.. March 21. John Galloway, a

negro, was lvnehed near Round Mountain
In Northern Alabama last night. He had

girl named Stout for several months Tho
joung woman's father became cognizant of
the affair jesterday and the linching fol-
low ed.

To Inspect the Pnnnnia Canal.
Colon. Colombia. March 21 The French

steamer Labrador, from Havana, on Feb-
ruary 22, via Santandar. on February 27.
his arrived here, having on board the hvo
commissioners sent to investigate the af-
fairs of the new Panama Canal Company
and to report upon the progress made upon
tho canal.

Sturgeon Snrlngs Bank Quits.
Mexico., Mo.. M.arch 21 (Special ) Tho

Ritchie Savings bank at Sturgeon voluntar-
ily closed its doors for the purpose of liqui-
dation. The Farmers and Merchants'
bank will orcupy their hanking house und
will succeed to the business.

Wall piptr, litest, c!cpeit, btu Stiller, lipj Grind.

FATAL HOTEL FIRE.

IMUOWX MEMBER OF PERSONS
PERISH AT BUTTE, 3IONT.

TWENTY OR MORE ARE MISSING

TWO KNOWN" TO BE DEvD, ONE DY-

ING AND SIX BADLY HURT.

Fire Broke Out Abont 3 O'clock in the
Morning and the Inmates Had

to Fly in Their Night
Clothes Property

Loss, 910O,O00.

Butte. Mont., March 21. The Hale house,
a large three story brick building on East
Brcadwaj, used as a lodging and boarding
house by miners in the employ of the
Anaconda company, was entirely destrojed
by tire which broke out shortlj after 3
o'clock this morning. So far as known,
two men are dead from Injuries received
in Jumping from windows; another is dy-
ing, and twenty are missing, while a
search of the ruins may disclose the fact
that many transient lodgers lost their lives
also.

Matt Dojle, aged 45, miner. Jumped from
a third story window, turned over in the
air and struck on his head and was killed.

Frank Rohdey, aged 40, lately from
Portland, Ore, jumped from a third story
window, struck on his head and shoulders,
fracturing his skull and killing him.

Hugh Bojle, aged 30, miner at Anaconda
mine, started to lower himself from third
story by means of improvised rope, which
parted fifty feet from the ground. Ho is
djmg. He was Just recovering from the
effects of a broken leg through an acci-
dent a month ago.

The following were Injured:
Pat Galligan, went down with third floor

when it collapsed and was rescued by
Jiremen; badly burned.

John T. Carter, stranger in tho city,
got out by means of a tire escape; badly
burned and cut by glass.
J. J. Conroj, burned on hands and frac-

tured bones by leaping to ground.
Barney Reynolds, fractured right leg.

He found escape cut off and made a rope
ot his blankets. It broke when he was
twenty feet from the ground.

Mike Judge, right arm broken. He had
rescued Patrick Bojie, who was hanging
by a section ot improvised rope that had
broken from the weight of Hugh Bovle.
He and three companions made another
rope. The others got down safely but the
rope broke with Judge.

John Irwin, burned about tho neck and
face and cut by gljss. He jumped from
tho third floor, but was only stunned by the
fall.

There-wo- re 230 men and women in the
building when the fire broke out. Of these,
it is believed about 200 escaped without i-
njur. The lire started in the bakery house
of the center of the building, and had a
good start before discovered. The blaze
was first discovered by Billy White, Jake
Yuch and Jack Doolej. They summoned
the watchman and rushed to the upper
portion of the building, shouting that the
house was on lire. By this time the tire
had broken through the first floor and
smoke tilled the hallways.

Dooley and his companions realized that
there was no time to lose and they began
kicking in the doors of the rooms. The
men thoughtfulI awakened the women
lirst.

When the firemen arrived men in their
underclothes and others half dressed were
clambering down the fire escapes in the
rear. Others and the servant girls
were at windows in front of the
building frantically calling for help. They
were cut oft from the rear of the building
by the dense smoke. The ladders were run
up, but not before many of the frightened
people had Jumped. Others, Including all
the female help, were gotten out by the
firemen. On the side of file building many
had made ropes of their bedclothes and
sought to escape In that way. borne of them
had succeeded, but In other cases the ropes
broke and the men dropped many feet to
the ground.

As fast as the inmates were rescued or
jumped, those injured were placed in vehi-
cles and carried to the different nospitals.
Those injured slightly or uninjured betook
themselves to the'houcs of neighbors and
friends In order to secure some clothing.
No one saved an thing but what he or she
had on at the time of the fire. This made
it Impossible to obtain a full list of many
who were slight! hurt. The night was
bitter! cold, the thermometer registering
5 below zero.

As long as there appeared any chance of
people being In the building the firemen
devoted themselves to s.uing human life.
It was onl after there was no further
ch ince to this that they began work on
the lire in earnest. The tire had gained
such headwav that, two hours after It be-
gan, the walls had fallon.

It Is possible some of the missing men
may turn up jet. Earl In the daj the list
of the supposed dead ran up as high as
fiftj This was because many of the men
who escaped did not report for work at the
mines. Little bj little, however, the list
decreased as men reported, until on! twen
ty Known lodgers were unaccounted tor.
It Is however, that a number of
transient roomers who are not well known
m ij be dead In the nuns.

Onlv an examination will settle that point
and this cannot be made until the ruins
cool off.

The Hale house belonged to the Anaconda
comppn). It was built in 1S03, at a cost of
$70 W0, and. with the furniture and belong-
ings of the lodgers, the loss will reach
fully uw.wv.

QUEER FIRE PROOF BUILDINGS.

Big Fire Between Them nnd Neither
Was Destroy cdDnrcn Firms

Burned Out.
Chicago. March 21 rire this afternoon

destrojed the seven story structure known
as the Schoneman building. Several people
made their way to the street down the tire
escapes It is not believed an lives were
lost. The burned structure was located be-
tween two of the tallest "skj-scrap- er

' buildings in Chicago the Old Col-
on and the Manhattan. Both are fireproof
and neither was damaged, hut there was
much excitement among the occupants
Great crowds of people assembled in the
adjoining streets, expecting to witness a
recurrence of last week's Wabash avenue
tire horror, but the prompt work of the
liremen and the substantial character of
the Old Colon' and the Manhattan rs

combined to make an effectual
preventive. About a dozen firms, including
book binderies and similar concerns, were
burned out.

The losses to occur ants of the building
were. Eagle Lithographic Companj-- .

$30,-00- 0.

H J. Brecker. $10 OM, Fornbj & Miller,
bookbinders $15 000; Chopin &. Claflin. print-
ers, $10 000 Tho other occupants were small
concerns, whose aggregate loss will not ex-
ceed $13,000.

Died of His Injuries.
Lawrence. Kas . March 21 (Special ) Ed

Norton, tho grocerjman who was thrown
from his deliver" wagon on February 21
and seriously hurt, died j. It was
not thought for several dajs that he had

received more than slight bruises,-b- ut a
post mortem examination revealed that he
had bled profusely intcrnallj-- . iT"

Big Jersey City Fire.
New York, March 21. The Pennsylvania

railroad depot in Jersej-- City was damaged
by fire early to-d- to the extent of $100,-0-

The mammoth train shed and the
large office building escaped. Train and
ferrj traffic was seriously cripplsd. All of
the frame portions of the deporVith the
shed covering the approach to the several
ferry slips and the waiting room and res-
taurant were destroyed.

Didn't Know It Was Loaded.
Topeka, Kas.,March 21. (Special.) George

Sperry a joung Topeka boj, lest his right
arm below the elbow yesterday by fooling
with a gun that wasn't loaded.

MISS WILLARDJNEVER IN LOVE.

She Was Once, However, Engaged to
Be Married to Bishop

Fowler.
Newton, Kas, March 21. (Special.) The

Newton W. C. T. U. held a Frances Wll-lar- d

memorial service jesterday afternoon
in the Baptist church. Mrs. Gaston Boyd,
of this citj--, was on the programme for per-

sonal reminiscences. In 1S78 and 1S79, Miss
Willard and Mrs. Bojd Miss Elizabeth
Clark, she was then were associated to-

gether in temperance work. Miss Clark
singing at Miss Willard's rallies. Mrs." Boj d
j esterday gav e some interesting history of
Miss Willard's "love affair," or lack ot
them.

"The report 'that Miss Willard had a dis-

appointment in her younger dajs," she
said, "is a mistake. From what she told
me, she nev er had a real 'affair.' She often
said that no man had ever cost her a tear,
but that manj a woman had cost her
thousands. Something happened to mar the
friendship between Kate Jackson and her-
self and this caused her more grief than
an thing in her life.

"She was engaged at one time to be mar-
ried to the Rev. Mr. Fowler, now a bishop
of the M. E. church. He was a great
friend ot her brother's and the family
greatly favored the union. In fact, the
family 'made the match.' She respected and
ItUed him, but never loved him. She felt
that she had A career of her own, but
firally consented to the engagement. He
promised that nothing should stand in the
way of her career. She enjojed the cor-

respondence that passed between them;
in fact she liked him better while absent
than present.

"The engagement lasted until about three
weeks of the 'date.' Then after mature de-

liberation, she decided to break the en-

gagement. This caused great consternation
in the family circle, but her mind once
m-- ue up, nothing on earth could ever move
her. This was the nearest she ever came
to TclIoHlnc the beaten path ot mortals.'
and it is my belief along with many others
that she was intended for cxactlj-- the life
she led.

"Ot course she received offers by the
score. After leaving a place where she
conducted meetings, she would recelv e let-
ters from joung men who were suddenlj-inteitste-

In the temperance movement,
Correspondence of this character was care-
fully continued until the letters on one
side began to show sjTnptoms of tender-
ness, then she would reply that that mut-
ter would be 'turned"over to her mother.' "

BLIZZARD INJHE NORTH.

Severe Wind nnd Snow Storm Is
Sweeping Minnesota and the

Dakotns.
Huron, S. D., March 21. The nearest ap-

proach to a blizzard experienced In this
section this winter is In progress
The, wind comes straight from the north at
a velocity of forty miles an hour, driving
.the falling snow in blinding clouds and
piling it Into drifts. The temperature has
fallen 20 degrees since morning. Special
warnings were sent out bj' the weather
bureau, predicting the storm, and it Is
thought that little if anj damage will re-

sult to stock. The storm covers the north-
ern and central portions of the state.

Fargo, N. D., March 21. The first real
blizzard of the season prevails in Fargo

There has been quite a snow
fall during the daj and a raging wind is
blowing, whirling the snow in a blind-
ing mass cverj where The weather this
wirter has been so mild that citizens are
rclly enjojing the storm.

Barnesvlllc. Minn., March 21. A terrific
wind and snow storm set In about 2 p.
m to-d- the wind blowing at the rate
of slvty miles an hour from the north, ac-
companied bj blinding snow and sand.
All traffic is delaj cd. The storm promises
to last all night.

Denver. Col . March 21 A blizzard struck
this vicinity this afternoon. The mercurj
fe'.I from 56 degrees at 3 o'clock to 14 at
midnight, with every indication of going
much lower before morning The wind
b'evv a gale and a little snow fell.

A CLASH NEAR ATHANP.
Anglo-Egjptl- an Expedition Is Hourly

Expecting nn Attack by
Tribesmen.

Atbara Camp. Nubia. March 21 The An-
glo- Egyptian force is hourlj expecting an
attack. During a false alarm at the Hudi
Tords last evening, a shot was fired from
some unknown quarter and the whole Brit-
ish brigade stood with arms at fixed bajo-nel- s.

In the dark, a Highlander, rushing to
the place, was implied on a comride's bay-
onet. The armj- - marched j- sk miles
to Rashudi, and is now awaiting the re-
ports of the patrols who are feeling for
the Dervish arm.

Ah Blgna, brother of Osman Digna, has
thric attjeked the post at Adarama, hut
the friend!- - nitives have each time de--
teated mm, hilling in an tortj-on- e.

A GUTHRIE Fcc0RMWAVE.
Judge Bnrford Instructs the Grand

Jnr to Investigate the Sa-

loons nnd DItcs.
Guthrie. O T March 21 (Special ) A

sensation was caused y by the nrtion
of Chief Justice Burford in calling a spcciai
grand jurj" and issuing to them rigid in-

structions to investigate the saloons and
dives of this cltv and indict eveiy saloon-
keeper violating the law, everj- - person con-
ducting a dlsorderlv house or renting prop-
erty for that purpose, and every profes-
sional gambler or keeper of a gaming ta-
ble. Saloonkeepers who have sireens or
blinds, who conduct billiard, pool or card
tables, or who sell on Sundav or afttr 12
o'clock at night, must be held amenable to
the law, he said, and It was the sworn dutj"
of everj juror to bring such indictments.

OFF FOR CALIFORNIA.

Governor and Sirs. Stephens Members
of a Party of Pleasure

Seekers.
Jefferson Citj". Mo , March 21 (Special )

Governor and Mrs. Lon V. Stephens, Mr.
and Mrs. Charles "E. Leonard and Mr. and
Mrs. W. Speed Stephens, 0f Boonvllle, left
at noon y for a month's pleasure trip
to California. Thej go from here direct to
Los Angeles During the absence of the
frnernor from the state. Lieutenant Rnv.
ernor A. H. Bolte will perform the duties
of ernor. If the Missouri troons aro
called out in cae of war with Spain. Gov-
ernor Bolte will make the necessary or-
ders.

To Improve Douglas Roads.
Lawrence, Kas , March 21. (Special ) The

Commercial Club ofrthis citj- held an open
meeting ht itttthe Interest of good
roads and paved stMetstg. Thoy propose to
back the citj-- counolUBWcounty commis-
sioners in building macadam roads into the
county and thus attract trade to this city.

LIVING ON WORMS.

HORRIBLE STORY OF DESTITUTION'
OF RECONCENTRADOS.

MANY ARE TOO WEAK TO MOVE.

CUBAN COLONEL UNDER GENERAL
GARCIA REACES NEW YORK.

Says He Is Firmly Convinced the
Maine Was Blown Up by a Tor-

pedo Launched Front the
Alphonso Why He

Thinks So.

New York. March 2L Dr. Frank Chado,
who for the past two jears ha3 served
with rank of colonel in the Cuban armj-und- er

General Calixto Garcia, and who
was present when joung Gomez commit-

ted suicide on seeing his leader. General
Maceo, fell. Is In this citj. Colonel Chado
came by the steamship Conchas, taking
passage at Havana. He eluded the vig-

ilance of the Spanish authorities and trav-
eled under an assumed name. When Col-

onel Chado left New York two jears ago
he weighed 210 pounds; to-d- he weighs
213 pounds.

"I have heard something of the stories
published in this country of the distress in
Cuba and of the thousands tbat have died
and are dj ing of starvation. Nothing that
has been published, nothing that could be
published, could tell the storj" as it real-
ly is

"I know of my own knowledge that in
many sections of Cuba thej are digging:
up the earth for the worms that they
may find. It is not everj one who is able
to dig. Most of the people are so weak
that they are unable to move.

"They are djlng by the thousands not
the men who were doing or hope to do the
fighting that eventually must end in tri-
umphbut the poor women, the children
and the reconcentrados. Rum is every-
where visible.

"Spain has been guilty of acts that must
make civilization stand appalled, and the
fact is that they are infinitely worse off

y than at any time since the war be-
gan.

"Victory Is certain for the Cubans in the
near future."

Of. the present feeling among Spaniards
at Havana, Colonel Chado said that it was
becoming more hostile for Americans
every day.

"There is a feeling among them," he
said, "that the United States is afraid to
fight and that they can do anj thing thej-pleas-

I am as firmly convinced as a
anan can be that the Maine horror 'was "'hot
due to any submarine mine. This belief
is shared by all Cubans that the Maine
waa blown up by a torpedo. Further, I
believe that the torpedo came from the
Spanish warship, Alphonso XIH.

"As to our reasons for thinking so: First,
there is the fact that the night before the
Maine explosion the Alphonso, which had
been anchored near, was moved to a safe
distance awaj.

"Scond, the fact that not once since the
daj-- of the explosion has anj- - seaman or
marino from the Alphonso been allowed to
go ashore. The only Inference Is that the
officials are afraid the sailors might become
intoxicated and talk too much."

Colonel Chado has come to New York for
medical and surgical treatment, his right
arm. side and leg being paraljzcd from
privation, exposure and a wound. He is a
native Cuban, and one of the most active
of the insurgents. His wife and three
grown children still remain in Havana. He
has served as surgeon general under Gen-
eral Calixto Garcia for the past three
jears, but, at length, unable to ride his
horse or dress himself, he received from the
insurgent commander an indefinite furlough
as Invalided.

"I shall not return to Cuba until she is
free," he said.

FOOD FOR THE STARVING.

Vnst Quantities of Relief Supplies Are
Being Recelv eil for Shipment

to Culm.
New York, March 21 The central Cuban

lehef e immittee has decided to charter a
vessel of not less than J.000 tons burden to
take 2 000 tons of cornmcal and 20) tons of
bacon to Cuba within ten dajs from Sat-uida- j-

last. The supplies have been pur-
chased, at a cost of "0.OOO. and will be de-

livered in this citj during the week. The
committee has a most gratifjing response
to its 10,0u0 circulars widely distributed in
New York and New Jersey, and It Is
thought quite probable that a second
steamer will have to be chartered within
four weeks.

This, too. in spite of the fact that all the
regular lines are taking as much of the
relief supplies as they can handle in addi-
tion to their regular cargoes and free of
charge.

'ihe iccolpts dailj" are now so large that
the committee has opened a warehouse at
No. 4S Ferrj street, and here the goods are
carefully examined, repacked and arranged
in shipments and then forwarded to the
various American consuls.

Notification has reached the committee
that a carload of car corn is en route from
North English, la.; a carload of provisions
from Rome, Ind.; a box of supplies from
Decatur. Ind , Winchester and Fredericks-
burg, Va ; 3 000 pounds of beans, 163,123

grains of quinine, J.C11O pounds of codfish.
W) pounds of condensed milk and other
supplies from Portland, Me., and various
smaller consignments from other places.

The Omaha World-Heral- d telegraphed to-

day that It will send several carloads of
provisions and medicines bj April 1, and
asked for free transportation.

The contributors requested the dispatch
to Matanzas of such stuffs as th"y shall
forw ard.

Rev. Mr. Corta writes from Tampa. Fla..
asking for aid for the "13,000 refugees
here, J 000 of whom have no means of mak-
ing a living. They must be fed, clothed
and healed."

Stephen E. Barton, president of the com-

mittee, made arangements with the Cljde
line to send contributions to Jacksonville
and from there to Tampa bj" the Southern
Express companj", both corporations agree-
ing to make the transportation free of
charge. Mr. Barton explained that no sup-
plies will be sent to Tampa which have been

marked for Cuba. He said the
J committee is perfectly willing to forward

such supplies as are marked for Tampa
to that place.

"I understand that the destitution of the
refugees in Tampa is very great," said Mr.
Barton. "Of course we will do what we
can for them."

neliglous Freedom for Cubans.
Jefferson City, Mo., March 21. (Special.)

The members' of the First Baptist church
of this city want President McKinley, to

use his influence to secure religious free-
dom for the Cubans. Last night this
church adopted resolutions to that effect
and ordered a copy sent to the president.
This church has about 400 members.

WILL STAND ASMAS0N'S PROXY

Wisconsin Man Accepts Baron El
Cardo's Challenge nnd Chooses

Army Pistols.
Winona, Minn., March 21. In response to

the challenge of Baron EI Cardo. Marquis
ot Alta Villa. Madrid. Spain, to light a duel
with Senator Mason, of Illinois, for the
latter's utterances In the United States
serate. Dr. George Powell, of La Crosse,
has sent the following acceptance of the
challenge in Mason's stead:

"To Baron El Cardo. Madrid, Spain:
Through the press dispatches I am Inform-
ed that jou have challenged Senator Mason
to mortal combat for words spoken in de-
fense of his position as the champion of
the patriotism and principles of his coun-
try and its people in the United States,
with usual Spanish generositj-- selecting
your own weapon.

"Now, as Senator Mason has spent a life-

time in the pursuit of a more humane call-
ing, and in the walks of a civilization which
has but poorlj" fitted him to meet a bully
at arms, as one who has admired and now
lrdorscs the objectionable words and pa-

triotism of Senator Mason. I. a plains-
man, a Westerner, one of a class known
as tjpical American, tjpical because it
ho'da principle, as patriotism, above price
because it believes that murderxln the lirst
degree cannot be paid for wiijlptbld here-
by accept jour challenge, twdvname the
armj- - pistol, the old 41, the'?organ of civil
ization, the instrument with which the
American pioneer measured justice to as-

sassins; and while earnestly assuring jou
ami all jour kind that thousands of men
of my tj pe stand readj" to step in my tracks
and pick up my pistol, it it should fall. I
slrcerelj" thank the representative of a
thousand jears of barbarism for the oppor-tunit- j"

to fire the shot in revenge for the
Yankee sailors who' fedthe sharks in the
bottom of Havana bay. George E. Powell,
La Crosse. AVis , March 21."

The above cable was sent March 17, but
was not made public until to-d- Pr.
George E. Pow ell is a noted Western plains
man and Indian fighter, who followcdxthe
fortunes of the army for thirty years In tho
capacitj of scout and guide in the numer-
ous Indian wars, serving with distinction
under every general of thearmy west of
the Mississippi river during his term of
service. So valuable had been the services
rendered by him to the armj- - that he-h- as

been the recipient of many mementoes, from
his commanders, notable among them being
a magnificent silver mounted revolver cost-
ing $130, and presented by the late General
George A. Custer. 1

Dr. Powell Is about 50 jears of age and a
well known phjsician of LaCrosse. Wis.

Dr. Powell is a boon companion of such
noted frontiersmen as Buffalo BUI, Wild
Bill, Texas Jack and others' of equal note.

ACTION EXPECTED SOON.

Belief 'Among Senators' That Som-
ething Will Be Done W Itbln

a Week.
Washington, March 21. The short session

of the senate to-d.- iy was quite unusual for
for the nrst working daj" of the week. That
no one was prepared to go on with any
pending measure was given as the expla-
nation, but privately the opinion was stated
bj-- some of the senators that while the Cu-

ban question remains in such suspense there
was no desire to take up important legisla-
tion. The outlook as to Cuba was discussed
among senators almost to the exclusion of
other topics and the belief was quite de-

cided tbat the administration is preparing
to take a positive position within the next
week. Several senators made the predic-
tion that the United States would inter-
vene. Being pressed for a reason, thej-state- d

that thej' had reached this conclu-
sion after more or less conference with exe-

cutive officers, but at the same time saying
quite emphatically that they had no posi-
tive information on this point. Other sen-
ators thought the recognition ot Cuoan in-
dependence more probable than Interven-
tion. Almost all expressed the view that
some action surelj" will follow the report
of the Maine court of inquiry regardless
of Its purport.

BR0DERICK S0UTSP0KEN.
Sn)s the Independence of the Cnbans

Should Be Recognized, by
All Means.

Washington, March 21. (Special.) Judge
Eroderick, speaking of the Cuban question
to-d- a j', said: "We should by all means rec-
ognize the independence of the Cubans. The
patriots have shown, by their persistency
and courage In conducting the war during
the past three jears, that they are capa-
ble of On the other
land, the war has been conducted with
such cruelty by the Spaniards that it is a
marvel how we have refrained from taking
such action long ago. Just think of it,
right at our verj" threshold people are
starving to death bj" the thousands. It is
safe to say that 600.000 people have died
from starvation or from the effects, dur-
ing the past eighteen months, of want ot
food. Humanitj" demands that we take
such a step. Never mind about the talk
that the island belongs to bpaln, and that
she has a right to settle the difference in
her own waj". The waj" Spain has attempt-
ed to settle b one of outright murder. Let
the president recognize the independence ot
the Cubans and I, for one. and speaking for
my constituencj" also, am reauj- - and will-
ing to bear arms to uphold htm In any
trouble that maj- - result from his action."

CUBAN RELIEFJrlEANS WORK.

Spasmodic Efforts Only Tnntallzlng
Will Take K1S.OOO a Week

Regularly.
New York, March 21. Dr. Louis Klopsch,

now In Cuba, in charge of tho American
relief work, cables from Havana under
date of March 21, to the Christian Herald:

"The situation is simply this: Two hun-
dred and five thousand reconcentrados. In
over 400 accessible towns, are helplessly
destitute. Unless wo can get regularlj-.with-o-

a break, 300 tons of cornmeal and fifty
tons ot lard cr baron everj" week, we can-

not effectivelj" relieve the suffering. Spas-
modic and unsjstematic efforts defeat all
good intentions. Canned goods are useless
and condensed milk should be substituted.
Fifteen thousand dollars weekly will feed
every starving man. woman and chill In
Cuba. Small, Irregular shipments are

Nevada, Mo., Merchant Assigns.
Nevada. Mo , March 21 (Special ) Mr. J.

P. Lowry, the leading boot and shoe mer-
chant ot this city, made an assignment
this morning. His liabilities are about $11.-(0- 0.

and assets about the same. The heav-
iest creditors are the Bank of Nevada for
$4,700. and Mrs. R. L. Turnbull, $2,000.

Japan's New Naiy.
Vienna. March 21. The newspapers an-

nounce that Japan between 1833 and 1D03
will have devoted 193 000,000 jen to the
building of warships. Fortj -- seven have al-
ready been ordered with short terms of de-
livery, in England. France. Germany ami
the United fatates.

EXPECTED THURSDAY

NEW DVTE SET FOR ARRIVAL OF
THE MAINE REPORT.

PLAN OF PROCEDURE OUTLINED

COPY TO BE SENT TO SPAIN" ASD AN-

OTHER TO CONGRESS.

To Be Made Public as Soon as Sent to
Congress No Information la

Washington as to Nature
of Report Extraordi-

nary Precautions.

Washington. March 21. The procedure la
connection with the submission ot the re-

port of the Maine court of inquiry by tho
president to congress is now clearly out-
lined, and a cabinet officer j- explained
the general line of action at present In-

tended to be pursued upon receipt of tho
report, which is expected to reach Wash-
ington next Thursday-- . A copy of it will
be laid before the Spanish government very
early and, as soon as can be consistently
done, the report will be sent to congress
and made public at the same time. The re-

port to congress will be accompanied bj-- a
message from the president stating that,
after receiving the report, the conclusions
were laid before the Spanish government
and appropriate action from that quarter
asked.

It is stated positively that no part ot
the report, and no intimation ot the find-
ings, has reached the executive authori-
ties In Washington as jet. At the sama
time, it is a noticeable fact that the cur-
rent official opinion Is beginning to follow
that of the unofficial opinion expressed so.
positively and persistently at Havana and
Key West; that the cause ot the explo-
sion was external to the battleship. Of-

ficials high in the administration stated
to-d- that, while they were wholly with-
out exact information as to the findings
of the court ot inquiry, thej- - found them-
selves sharing In the apparently lntanglblo
conviction that the cause ot the explosion
was not accidental. Opinion expressed by
the Maine survivors who reached here last
Saturday doubtless has contributed largely
to this view in official circles.

In this connection it is understood that
one of the officers who arrived on Satur-
day stated, not as opinion, but as his per-
sonal observation on the night ot the dis-

aster, that there were two distinct explo-
sions. The tendency of this Is to support
the theory of external cause as it Is based
on the idea that the first external explosion
was followed by a second Internal explo-
sion. tIntense interest in the report was mani-
fested to-d- at the White House and at
the state, war and navy departments. Tha
president received a number of congression-
al leaders, among them being Speaker
Reed and Chairman Hitt, of the house com-

mittee on foreign affairs. The visit ot Mr.
Reed naturally attracted much attention,
as he seldom leaves the congressional
sphere to make calls on the executive
branch, and it was naturallj- - Inferred that
the purpose of his visit was to confer upon
the Cuban situation and its future before
congress, though neither he nor Mr. Hltt
was communicative. Secretary Long also
had an extended conference with the presi-
dent, but, so far as it could be learned, it
de-- eloped nothing additional relating to tha
Spanish question.

One of the cabinet officials, speaking
about the report of the board of inquiry,
said he agreed heartily with the suggestion
that had been made that the president
should be allowed a reasonable time to
consider it before giving it to the public,
and felt sure that the public would take
the same view. In so Important a matter,
he said, the countrj can well afford to give
the chief executive in whom it has so much:
confidence, reasonable time for deliberation,
feeling assured that the full report will
then be given out and nothing withheld.

The same official expressed the hope that
this same confidence which Is felt in the
president will lead congress and the pub-
lic to recognize that the president has
sources of information that arc not pos-

sessed by anj body else, bj-- reason of his
communications with foreign governments
and his diplomatic channels, and if anj-bo- dy

can shape a policy which will lead to
a satisfactory settlement of the present
critical situation, it is the president. The
solution, he added, may not be far off. after
all. The country may be sure of one thing

that the president w ill safeguard its rights
and its honor to the furthest ana at tne
same time let no opportunity slip to pre-

serve peace with peace.
Most extraordinarj- - precautions, it Is al-

leged, have been taken by the authori-
ties to prevent the report of the Maine
court of inquiry irom being divulged before
the document reaches the president. From
the time the messenger bearing this re-

port leav es Key West until he reaches the
capitol he will be under the constant sur-
veillance of carefully picked, tried and
trusty men who will be heavily armed. In
fact, as much care will be taken with this
communication as though It were a pay-

master's treasure chest being transported
to some frontier post where lawless char-
acters would be likelj-- to be encountered.

This safeguard of having an armed escort
was determined upon after a careful con-

sideration of the matter at the White
House and navy department. It was de-

signed to guard against the slightest possi-
bility ot a leak In any quarter before tho
president and his advisers had an oppor-
tunity to read and discuss a document so
fraught with importance and which might
lead to war or peace between this country
and Spain. It was determined that not un-

til the latest possible moment should this
document be given to tho

messenger who should bear It to Washing-
ton, and the admiral of the fleet was In-

trusted with the task of choosing the bear-
er of this dispatch. Simultaneously with
thc reception of this Important communica
tion the dispatch bearer win be lurnisneu
an armed escort, who will accompany him
from the ship lying off the Florida coast
until the package Is delivered to the secre-tar- j-

of war and his receipt obtained.
The guards will not be In uniform nor will

thej carry Winchester rifles with fixed
sword bajonets, but they will be heavily
armed beneath their civilian attire and pre-

pared to give an account of themselves
should an emergency arise. Care will bo
taken to guard against any publicity In
the movements of the dispatch bearer and
his escort, and to persons unacquainted
with their Identity they will appear as ordi-
nary passengers, probably tourists who
have been spending the winter South. Even
the train upon which the partj-- will start
will be unknown until they are ready to
go aboard on the journey to Washington.
There will be reliefs every few hours to
guard against the precious package being
without protection for a single moment.

There is a cordon of government agents
extending from Washington to Key West
at this time, and it will be their duty to
board the train carrying the dispatch bear-
er with his report at certain stations deslg--
nated by the proper authorities. They will


